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all British Colonial administration is the District Officer,
who has to discharge almost every civil function in the
often large area over which he practically rules, and in
primitive communities is father and mother to his people.
Chiefs and Headmen and Village Councils act under his
supervision.
The financial branches include the Treasury, the Customs
(from which the main Colonial revenues are drawn), and
the Accounts of the independent Audit. Other usual Colonial
departments are Medical and Public Health, Education,
Agriculture, Public Works, Railways, Posts and Telegraphs
(railways are generally Government-owned in the Colonies),
Land and Surveys, perhaps Mines, Forestry, and so forth.
The Defence Force will be under a commanding officer or
officers, and it must be remembered that the Governor is
always Commander-in-Chief. The organization of each
Colony is given in the annual Dominions Office and Cclonial
Office'List.
In many Colonies there is also a Native Commissioner
charged with the special care of native interests, and there
will be other departments varying with the special conditions
of individual Colonies. All these departments have directors
or chiefs, the principal of which are members of the Execu-
tive or Legislative. Councils. Some Colonies also have
municipal and port authorities and other special bodies.
A detailed account of the working of all the organs of
government m the Colonies is to be found in Sir Anton
Bertram's excellent book on The Colonial Service^ but
whilst this account will remain true in essentials for a very
long time, it must be remembered that Colonial adminis-
tration is undergoing a constant process of evolution and
development. Further information is given in Sir Charles
Jeffries* book The Colonial Empire and its Cwil Service.